A DUTY UPON THE LIVING

T'he Funeral Prayer
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WHEN DEATH COMES

FOUR TAKBIRS,

STANDING
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1 Close the eyes, and say a good word — the
angels say amin to what is said
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2 Cover the body with a clean sheet

3 Hasten the burial — settle debts without
delay
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4 Wash the body, shroud it, pray over it, bury
it
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5 No wailing, no striking the cheeks, no
tearing of clothes. Tears are permitted; the
tongue is not
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Muslim - sahih; Bukhari - sahih. These four
are fard kifayah — binding on the community
until some undertake them.

WASHING & SHROUDING
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Washed an odd number of times — three, five, or
more — beginning with the right and the places of
wudda.

T (LRI (3 A Foifa| FI9IA 5ot Y&t g foF @fe
I3 I

Camphor or scent in the final washing. The hair of
a woman is loosened, washed, and plaited in
three.
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Men are washed by men, women by women; a
spouse may wash a spouse.
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A martyr of the battlefield is neither washed nor

prayed over — he is buried in the clothes he died
in.

Bukhari,
STANDING TO PRAY

Muslim - sahih

Raise the hands, say the takbir, then recite al-Fatihah
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Recited quietly. Some add a short passage after it.
Bukhari - sahih

Takbir, then the salat upon the Prophet &
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Allahumma salli ‘ala Muhammadin wa ‘ala ali Muhammad, kama sallayta ‘ala Ibrahima wa ‘ala ali Ibrahim, 1nnaka
hamidun majid
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The same words said in the tashahhud of every prayer.

Takbir, then supplicate for the deceased
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Allahumma’ghfir lahu wa’rhamh, wa ‘afihi wafu ‘anh, wa akrim nuzulah, wa wassi mudkhalah wa'ghsilhu bi’l-
ma’i wa'th-thalji wa’l-barad, wa naqqihi mina’l-khataya kama yunaqqa’th-thawbu’l-abyadu mina’d-danas
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O Allah, forgive him and have mercy on him, pardon him, honour his arrival, widen his entry, and cleanse
him of his sins as a white garment is cleansed of dirt. For a woman, lahd in place of lahu; for more than
one, lahum.
Muslim - sahih.

This is the heart of the prayer — the whole standing is for this supplication.

Takbir, a short pause, then the salam
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As-salamu ‘alaykum wa rahmatu’llah
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Turned to the right, and to the left. The prayer is complete.
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The rows are made odd in number — three, five, SIS aeTe PIITON o31 JUatet ferantferma
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BT @3, FSremt @3, I @21 L (GUBINREY Sl O Allah, make him one who goes ahead, and a treasure stored up, for his parents. There is no asking of
There is no bowing, no prostration, and no sitting. forgiveness for one who bore no sin.
The whole prayer is made standing. .
AFTER THE BURIAL 06 Atthe graveside
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muslimin, wa inna in sha’a’llahu lalahiqan
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remind you of the hereafter.
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consoling, and forgive your deﬁw%%ww fa%@lﬁap
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Said as the body is lowered, laid on its rlght side facing the giblah. Three handfuls AL
who is present. Then stand a while and ask forgiveness for him — he is being questioned now.
Abd Dawidd - sahih

If you arrive after the burial
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Do not sit upon a grave, nor build over it, nor
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knowledge benefited from, and a righteous
child who supplicates for him.
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prayed over the woman who used to sweep the masjid, after they had buried her by night e
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The one who was buried without a prayer has a right upon whoever comes to know of it. It is prayed at



